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we held it at four and a half percent. But if you are going
to recruit you do t hat well in advance, just like for
football or horse racing. If you are going to recruit the
horses fo r nex t ye ar , you ar e goi ng to have to be able to
assure them of the facilities, and y o u a r e go i n g t o h a v e t o
be able to assure them of the prizes. This guarantee of the
tax laid in place now, of one half percent, generates an
additional $1 million, that one item alone. As I say I
don't t hin k t he r e wi l l b e any fiscal impact, but i t
generates it and they know in advance t hey wi l l h av e i t ,
they can begin anticipating and rely on it, and they can
develop ar ou n d i t . So I w o u l d u rg e yo u t o adopt t h e
amendment.

SPEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r Y a r d J o h n son .

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Mr. Speaker, members of the body, I
know that most of you are engaged in other conversation. I
would ask you to halt your conversation for 30 seconds s o
that you know that Senator DeCamp's amendment does this, it
takes from the state tax base next year $1.5 million. You
should know that. It takes from the state tax base, next
year, $1.5 mi' lion. You should know that. You are a b ou t t o
give away, if you adopt the amendment, $ 1 . 5 m il l i on , and you
are going to give it away to Ak-Sar-Ben in Omaha primarily,
the facility that pays no property taxes, n one, no t o n e i ot a
of property tax to the City of Omaha, not one iota of
property tax to the County of Douglas, not one iota of
property tax to the School District of Omaha, n one. B ut yet
it drains Omaha's resources t o mon i t o r t h at Pa l l adi um of
p leasure . Now I kno w e ach of you h ave been l obb i e d , y o u
h ave b e e n l obb i e d b y B o b Sko c h d op o l e , To m Li t j e n , Mi ke
Kell ey , a l l good f r i e nd s of ou r s bec au s e we se e t hem
frequently in the Nebraska C lub . Ak- Sa r - Be n ma k e s a lot
more money to pay those men a little fee to come down here
and t ak e $ 1 . 5 mi l l i on from the taxpayers of our s tat e t h an
to operate a race track. This is the most profitable way of
making money, hire a lobbyist, have a few d i n n e r s , a n d t he n
diminish the state tax base. Let the other boys pick up the
l oad . Ak - Sa r - Be n i s t e l l i ng you t h at w e' re go in g t o h a v e a
t er r i b l e yea r . Hav e you r ead t h e n e wspaper a c c ou n t s ? Their
opening day at the track this year was a recor d a t t en d a n ce .
They' ve never h a d a be t t er op en i n g day. Most people in the
history of Ak-Sar-Ben this year. Did y o u re a d t h e p ap e r
this morning, the h eadl i n e t h i s mo r n i ng ' ? E ight y - n i n e
thousand dollars paid out today to two winners, o r ye s t e r d a y
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